


Americans from across the political spectrum say
misinformation is increasing political extremism
and hate crimes, according to a new poll that
reflects broad and significant concerns about false
and misleading claims ahead of next month’s
midterm elections.

Big majorities of both parties — 80% of Democrats
and 70% of Republicans — say misinformation
increases extreme political views, according to the
survey. Similarly, 85% of Democrats and 72% of
Republicans say misinformation increases hate

crimes, including violence motivated by gender,

religion or race.




Definitions

Misinformation

Misinformation is incorrect or misleading. The
publisher either failed to check their facts or
showed a disregard for whether what they were
sharing was true or not.

Disinformation

Deliberate falsehoods. The publisher knew the
information was false and communicated it with
the intent to deceive.

The difference

It's all about intent. Disinformation is intended to
mislead. It's intentionally false. Misinformation is
careless.



Old trick

Disinformation

Deliberate falsehoods. The publisher knew the
information was false and communicated it with
the intent to deceive.

Misinformation

Misinformation is incorrect or misleading. The
publisher either failed to check their facts or
showed a disregard for whether what they were
sharing was true or not.

CLAIM: An image of grocery store shelves fully stocked with soup cans is from

former President Donald Trump’s America, while an image of nearly empty grocery
store shelves is from President Joe Biden’s America.

AP’S ASSESSMENT: Missing context. The photo described as Trump’s America was
captured in 2012 in Australia, while the photo described as Biden’s America was
taken after a hurricane in South Carolina in 2018, when Trump was president. It’s
true that some grocery stores have temporarily struggled to keep shelves stocked
during the pandemic, but these images are misrepresented.






| Went Democrat to Republican ¥¥ @WentDemtoRep - 19h v
I’'ve been a Democrat my whole life. | joined the BLM

protests months ago when they began. They opened my
eyes wide! | didn’t realize | became a Marxist. It
happened without me even knowing it. I'm done with
this trash. | will be registering Republican. Giving Twitter
a shot!
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I've been a Democrat my whole life. |
joined the BLM protests months ago
when they began. They opened my
eyes wide! | didn't realize | became a
Marxist. It happened without me
even knowing it. I'm done with this
trash. | will be registering Republican.
Giving Twitter a shot!




Deepfakes and cheapfakes

A deeptake A cheapfake

Easy to make and affordable manipulated content
meant to deceive.

Video or audio that portrays a person saying or
doing something they never said or did.




Our
information
worlds

Algorithms
Google. Instagram. Facebook. YouTube. They all sort

the information we see based on data they have
collected about us. They show us what we want to
see.

The Daily Me

Then we sort ourselves. Research shows people
generally choose to connect online with those who
are like them. This narrows the ideas we encounter
even more.

Priming

The algorithms and our choices prime us to believe
the information we see. It comes from friends and
those we trust. It confirms our beliefs. This system
primes us to accept false and misleading
information - and to share it.









Trump is getting support from every leader, and that’s the support that will
make him grow great and strong. These elections will bring an immense

"A lie is halfway round the world before the change in our country.

truth has got its boots on."

False information travels six times faster than
truth on the Internet. Truth never stands a

chance.
e Falsity is written to confirm biases

(priming)
e |[t's what people want to hear. >
. ) BREAKING: Pope Francis Just Backed Trump, Released
e It's more likely to be shared. Incredible Statement Why- SPREAD THIS

e |t's often salacious. EVERYWHERE
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What can you do?




Facts and Impact of False Information

All the lies we
want to believe

Jared Schroeder, Southern Methodist University League of Women Voters




